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1 the Reverend the A rch-Dea- 
cons, and the reſt of the Clergy 
of the Dioceſe of St. David. 


Reverend Brethren, 
lately receiv'd a Letter from the 

Lord High Treaſurer, relating to 
| Arrears of Tenths in Small Li- 
vings in the Dioceſe of St. David; 
IJ Of this, I preſume, divers of you may 
have had ſome Notice already by the 
Regiſter. I think fir, however, to Com- 
municate the following Copy of it in 
this publick manner, that every one 
may be the better acquainted with rhe 
Contents of it. 


| My very good Lord, | 

" Hereas Hei Majeſty has been 
1 V V pleaſed to Sign 4 Warrant for 
the paſſing 4 Privy Seal, to Authorize Me 


MY ot 
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to Diſcharge the Arrears of Tenths due 
upon Small Rectories and Vicaridges, un- . 
der the Reſtrictions and Oualifications fol- 
N lowing ; that is to ſay, Where it ſhall ap- 
pear by Certificates of the Biſhops of he 
| reſpective Dioceſes, that ſuch Rectories or 
| Vicaridges are of ſmall value, not exceed- 
| ing T hirty Pounds per Annum, by the 
| moſt Improved Valuations of the ow; ; and 
that divers Nears Arrears of Tenths axe 
incurred thereupon ; and that the Muniſters © 
who ſerve the Care may, in reſpett "of 
their Poverty, be true Objects of Her Ma- : 
eſty's Royal Compaſſion z and likewiſe, That 

c are ſhould be taken where ſuch Dij- * 
charges are made, that the reſpective Churches 
be firſt filled oth Inſtitution and Indution : 
To the end therefore, 'T hat the preſent In- 
cumbents of the ſaid Small Rettories or 
Vicaridges may have the effect of Her Ma- 
zeſty s Gracious Intention towards them, 
I do hereby deſire Your Grace will pleaſe | 
to Tranſmit to Me a Certificate of; "what I 
is Due and Owing to Her Majeſty from 


ſuch poor Refories or Vicaridges, as afore- 


* ſaid, 
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aid, within the | Dioceſe of Canterbury. 
And alſo in regard that the Biſhoprick, of 
St. David, which is within Your Grace's 
Province, is at this time vacant, I do fur- 
ther intreat Your Grace to cauſe a like Cer- 
tificate for the poor Rectories and Vica- 
"ridges within the ſaid Dioceſe of St. David, 
to be Made and Tranſmitted to Me, that 
ſo they may receive the ſame Favour as others 
in their Circumſtances. And I do, on Her 
f |Majeſty s behalf, earneſtly Recommend it to 
Duour Grace, to cauſe due Care to be taken, 
that no New Arrears be ſuffer d to incur 


5 3 
on the ſame for the time to come. 
s Y 
I am, 
F My very good Lord 
[- | 
: Your Grace s Moſt Humble Servant. 


at Whitehall, Trea- 


3 ſury Chamb 5, | | : 
m 4 iapra] - Godolphin 
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1 doubt not but all of Vou will, 
upon che Reading of chis Letter, have 
a due Senſe of Her Majeſty's great 
Goodnels to the Clergy therein ex- 
preſs d, and that ſuch as it more efpe- 
cially Concerns, will ſo qualiſie chem- | 
ſelves, that they may . reap the Fruit 
of it. Fr l d e e 

Having, now, an Occaſion of Wri- 
ting to you upon this Subject, I lay 
hold of the Opportunity, and ſend 
you my Thoughts upon ſeveral others; 
and, I hope, they may prove of ſome 
uſe to you. ALS i903 vj 

I am very ſenſible of the great Diſ- 
advantage the Dioceſe of St. Davids 
labours under for want of a Biſhop, ! 
and am ready, by God's Help, and as! 
far as J am capable at this great di- 
ſtance, to do What lies in me to ſup- 
ply that Defect, I think the beſt Ser- 
vice I can do at preſent, is to Adviſe! 
and Exhort all of you to make up as 


- » 


much as may be of that Want your} 
by a careful Diſcharge of? 


2 
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[your Duties in your reſpeAiye S- 
þ tions, L fi. 0 Wert 2 8 
They who are intruſted by Jeſus 
Chriſt with the Care 6f Souls, ſhould 
not need any other Argument for their 
Zeal and Diligence beſides the Conſi- 
deration of that Sacred Charge which 
their great Maſter has committed to 
their Care. That Conſideration is of 
it ſelf of more weight than any thing 
i | elſe that I can ſay to ybu: But, how- 
ever, it may help to quicken our Zeal, 
to conſider further, in how much 
Danger the Souls committed to us 
. are, from the great Licentiouſneſs and 
1. Wickedneſs of the Age in which we 
live; and how much reaſon we have 
do fear, that this may bring down the 
1;. Judgments of God both upon our 
p. Church and Nation. It is certain, 
1 that ſo much open Wickedneſs as we 
ſee almoſt every where, muſt be very 
provoking to God, and eſpecially in a 
People who enjoy ſo many Merctes, and 
ſuch powerful Motives to Piety, and 
294 A 4 Means 


[8 ] 
Means of Reformation, as we of this 
Church and Nation do: And this is 
what we all ought to lay to Heart, 
moſt ſeriouſſy thinking what we can do, 
in our ſeveral Stations, to. make things 
better, and to appeaſe the Anger of 
God, which we ſo juſtly deſerve. To 
theſe we may add this further Conſi- 
deration, That we are now engaged in 
2 dangerous War, upon the Succeſs of 
which, for ought appears to us, de- 
pends the Enjoyment of our Religion, 
and of every thing that is dear ta us; 
and that, therefore, it very much con- 
: cerns us to have God our Friend, and 
to procure his Favour and Aſſiſtance, 
in eſpecial manner, at ſuch a time as 
this 1s. | | 
There were ſeveral Endeavours uſed 
in the laſt Reign for the Suppreſſing of 
Prophaneneſs and Immorality, and for 
Promoting a Reformation of Man- 
ners; and Her Preſent Majeſty was 
pleaſed to make this one of Her firſt 
Cares. I am afraid, indeed, that theſe 
| good 
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much Good has been done, and much 
more may ſtill be done by a purſu- 


| ance of them. There are a great many 


inks it a ABCS A ira ut” Regia ae 
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good Deſigns have not had all the 
happy Effects which might be expected 
from them; yet I doubt not but 


Religious and Worthy Perſons in many 
Parts of the Kingdom, who do till 
make it their Buſineſs to Promote the 
Execution of Good Laws: And I 
hope any little Indiſcretion which may 
happen among ſome few of them, will 
not be made a handle to diſparage all 
ſuch uſeful Proceedings. And tho I 
am ſenſible that it is not meerly the 


Fear of the Law which muſt make 


People true Chriſtians, yet, however, 
great Good may be done by ſuch means, 


through God's Bleſſing: And they who 
at the firſt are reſtrained from doing 


Evil out of Fear of Puniſhment, may 
become Virtuous upon more Spiritual 
Maotives. Likewiſe many Temptations 
may be removed out of the way, eſpe- 


cially of Young People, much open 


Scandal 
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Scandal and Diſhonour to God and 
our holy Religion may be prevented: 
And we have alſo reaſon to hope, that 


if the Edge of the Law, and the Au- 
thority of the Magiſtrate, be turned 
againſt Impiety and Immorality, God 
will not look upon our Sins to be 


National; and ſo we may prevent thoſe 
Judgments which We they would 
bring upon us: Fot thele Reaſons, 
I think, you will do God, and our 
Church, and Nation, good Service, if 
you will make it your Endeavour to 


give the World all the Marks of your 


Reſpect of thoſe Worthy Magiſtrates, 


or other Gentlemen, and alſo of Infe- 


riour Perſons, whom you ſee Zealous 
in the Cauſe of God and Religion, 


and excite others to follow their Ex- 


ample. 


But that which I would more par- 
ticularly recommend to you is, what 
is more directly yout den Buſineſs; 
and that is, That you Would be very 
Careful to Inſtruct your People Well 
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tion. Im much afraid that the many 


I 

in the Principles of Religion, eſpecially 

the Vouth, that we may have good 
Hopes, at leaſt, from the next Genera- 


Unchriſtian Practices that we ſee and 
hear of, do very much proceed from 
the want of a good Foundation in 


the Principles of our Holy Religion. 
Vou know very well how ſtrictly the 


Laus of our Excellent Church Re- 


quire Catechizing. But if, beſides ſee- 


ing that the Children learn the Words 
of the Catechiſm, you would alſo 


take Pains very familiarly to Explain 


it to them, that they may, as they 


grow up, apprehend. the meaning of 
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it, it would very likely be of great 
Benefit to them thro' the whole courſe 
of their Lives; And, I believe, you 
would find this Work would bring as 
much Comfort to your ſelves, and Ad- 
vantage to your Pariſhes, as almoſt 
any other Office of your Function. 
But becauſe there are a great Number 
of Poor and Ignorant People, who are 

is neither 


121 
f neither able to teach their Children 
themſelves, nor bear the Charge of their 
being ſent out to School, it would be a | 
| thing of very great Uſe if you could 
q procure the Erecting of Charity- 
; Schools, in which they may be taught 
to Read, and to repeat the Catechiſm, 
and other things of that kind, which 


1 may prepare them, at leaſt, to receive 
g — Nan your Inſtructions after- | 
| wards. This I the more heartily re- 
| commend, becauſe it has been fo ſuc- | 
i celsfully tried in many other Parts of 
i the Kingdom, eſpecially in and about 
the City of London, where great Numbers 

of ſuch poor Children are Inſtructed, 
4 and put in a pious and orderly way of 
Living: And, indeed, I hardly know 
q any greater Charity, either to the Souls | 


or Bodies of ſuch poor Creatures than 

this is. I would therefore the more 

| carneſtly move you, to uſe your utmoſt 

1 Endeavours with thoſe of your Pa- 

i riſhes, to whom God has given Abi- 
lity, to promote ſuch good Deſigns. 

They 


4 portunities of Viſiting o 
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They would be the greater Inſtru- 
ments of Good, if they would, alſo, buy 


ſome little Books, ( ſuch as are ſhort and 


plain Expoſitions of the Church Ca- 


techiſm, and others, which are fitted 
for the Inſtruction of Vouth, and the 
Exciting them to Chriſtian Piety) 
and Charitably diſtribute them among 
the Poor; and it would be well if you 
: would, at Convenient Times, take an 
Account how they Read and Under- 
ſtand them. This would give you Op- 
them, and 

of Knowing the ſtate of Religion in 
their Families, and of Benefiting them 
by your good and wholſome Advice. 
' I am ſenſible how much more dif- 
| ticulr it is, upon many Accounts, to 
carry on ſuch Deſigns with you, than it 
is in and about London; and how un- 
able ſeveral of the Clergy are to Con- 
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: tribute any thing conſiderable towards 
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the Charge of them; their Families 
labouring under deplorable ſtraitneſs 
of Condition, which may God in his 


good 


good time enlarge. But as far as God 
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ſhall Enable any of you, I am ſatisfied 
chat you can hardly beſtow either your 
Pains or your Money a better way. 

You will be further inſtrumental in 
bringing up Children in the Fear of 
God, it you frequently Exhort Pa- 
rents to a ſtrict Performance of, Reli- 
gious Family Duties: Children muſt 
be taught by them, not only to ſay 
their Prayers, but to underſtand what 
is meant by Prayer, and how. Neale 
ry a Duty it is. 

They ſhould likewiſe "A tau ght to 
behave themſelves with all tnagihable 


Decency in the Houſe of Prayer. And 


whereas it is a thing too too common 
for Children to go out of the Church 
in the time of Divine Service, and to 
play away that time ſet apart fot the 


Publick Worſhip of God, an effectual 
Reſtraint n to be put upon that 


Licentiouſnefs, which is apt to grow. 


up, at laſt, into a dow gte Ne 
ot all Religious Offices. 8 
As 


a_ AM th. a. 
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to do your utmoſt Endeavour to bring 
the Poor to Church; and to effect this, 
I ſuppole it may be proper, among 
other means, to diſtinguiſh ſuch as 
: frequent the Church, from ſuch as lie 
2 idly at home, by the Diſtribution of 
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As much as in you lies, endeavour 


to perſwade your Congregation to 
*Kneel in the time of Divine Service, 
according to the Directions of the Ru- 
brick, and to join with you unani- 
*mouſly in Prayer. If they cannot 
have convenience for Kneeling, at leaſt 
let them ſtand up at Prayer, not fic 
7 irreverently and unconcerned, as if it 
were not their Buſineſs, but only the 
2 Miniſters, to worſhip God. 


7 


And here I muſt allo Adviſe you 


your Charity. -Other ways may be 


; likewiſe made uſe of, which I muſt 
leave to your Diſcretion. 


It might highly facilitate theſe or 


any other Intentions you may have of 
N doing good, if the Clergy would ſome- 


times meet, and conſult together, and 


aſſiſt 


14 ww £ 


| 1 | Pigs * 
mt each 8 as there ſhould belbc- 


caſion, and carry on any ſuch jad | 


Deſi Ion - by common Coden an 


greement. And as you are happy in 


che Examples of ſeveral excellent Gen- 
tlemen, who have Signalized ther- 
felves by their Zeal for” doing good; 
ſo J doubt not but vou would have 


5 their ready Concurrencꝭ in theſe things; 
and that they would be willing, at 


all convenient times, to joyn with vou 
in what may p dromote tlie Glory of 
God, and the Good of their Coüntrey. 
1 ſhall add no more, but my hearty 
Prayers to Almighty i God, that he 


Vould be pleafed to give a Beling to © 
| your Perſons and Endravours, Re | 


— 2 
* 5 Ian, 
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